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work of the Society, which, with, its now world-wide corre-
spondence and connexions, was growing every year heavier,
At the last moment, too, when the May anniversary of 1861
was approaching, Lord Ashburton, suddenly called away
from London by illness in his family, left the preparation
of the annual Address as an additional load to " the willing
horse/' Hence, in 1863, after a brief nominal retire-
ment, Murchison, at the entreaty of his colleagues, once
more took the chair, and held it up to the last year of his
life. It was during this later period that he kept the Society
most prominently before the world, and came himself to be
so widely known to the general public for Ms keen interest
in geographical research, and in the fate of geographical
explorers. Some more detailed notice of this part of his
career may therefore fitly find a place here.

Upwards of thirty years had passed since that committee
of the Ealeigh Travellers' Club met out of which the Geo-
graphical Society took its rise. During that interval, though
there had been no adventurous voyages of discovery, after
the Drake and the Raleigh type, far more had been done to
extend our knowledge of the geography of the globe than
during any previous period of similar length. With this
progress of research the Geographical Society had been
honourably associated. Some of its members had distin-
guished themselves as bold and successful explorers; but it
sought to reward and encourage every intrepid traveller,
whether belonging to its ranks or not, and eagerly embraced
the opportunity of publishing in its Journal, and in this way
making widely known, the narrative of his discoveries.
Having been so long and so intimately associated with the
work of the Society, Murchison naturally felt and expressed,ng before his death, Humboldt, in writing to Murchison, spoke
